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AN  ABSTRACT 


OF  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD 


OF 


HOME  MISSIONS, 


The  General  Synod  authorized  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  to 
publish  for  gratuitous  distribution  information  of  its  operations,  the 
work,  and  the  field. 

It  therefore  takes  this  method  and  opportunity  to  distribute 
through  the  churches,  an  abstract  of  its  operations,  as  given  in  its 
Sixth  Biennial  Report,  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod, 
in  iVltoona,  Pa.,  June  8-14,  1881. 

The  Board  most  earnestly  requests  that  the  pastors  and  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies — in  fact,  all  to. 
whom  this  abstract  is  sent — will  so  interest  themselves  as  to  place  a 
copy  in  every  family  connected  with  our  congregations;  and  thus 
aid  the  Board  in  its  efforts  to  carry  out  the  resolutions  and  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Synod,  and  to  inform  our  people  of  its  oper¬ 
ations,  and  of  the  important  work  committed  to  its  hands. 

Do  not  neglect  to  give  some  attention  and  time  to  the  special  work 
of  circulating  this  paper  !  You  will  greatly  aid  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  the  work  of  Home  Missions  in  your  own  church. 

Statistical  Statement  of  tlie  Results. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  account  of  the  operations  of  the  missions  under 
the  care  of  the  Board  for  a  period  of  two  years,  from  June  1st,  1879,  to  June 
1st,  1881,  inclusive. 

Number  of  Missions. 

In  the  Fifth  Biennial  Report,  made  at  the  General  Synod  in  1879,  the  Board 
reported  forty  seven  missions  under  its  care.  Though  it  entered  upon  the  last 
term  of  two  years  with  a  depleted  treasury,  with  a  debt,  and  with  but  little  pros- 
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pect  of  any  considerable  increase  in  the  receipts,  yet  eighteen  new  missions  have 
been  added  to  the  list:  thus  making  sixty-five  in  all  supported  by  the  funds  of 
the  Board. 

Distribution  of  Missions. 

These  sixty  Jive  missions  were  distributed  among  the  States  as  follows  :  Mis¬ 
souri,  3  ;  Kansas,  9  ;  Tllinois,  8  ;  West  Virginia,  3  ;  Pennsylvania,  9  ;  Ohio,  9, 
New  York,  5  ;  Iowa,  7;  Kentucky,  2  ;  Nebraska,  3;  Michigan,  Maine,  District 
of  Columbia,  New  Jersey,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Maryland,  each,  i. 

The  distribution  according  to  Synods  is  :  Kansas,  10  ;  Iowa,  7  ;  East  Ohio,  6; 
Central  Illinois,  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  each  5  ;  Maryland,  4  ;  East  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Nebraska,  and  Northern  Illinois,  each  3;  Pittsburg,  Central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Olive  Branch,  Wittenberg,  Northern  Indiana,  each  2;  Miami,  Allegheny, 
Susquehanna,  Ilartwick,  West  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Franckean,  Wartburg, 
and  Ansgari,  each,  i. 

RESULTS. 

The  results  of  the  work  of  these  missions  for  the  two  years  are  the  following  : 


Accessions  by  Confirmation . 293 

“  “  baptism  and  profession . 360 

“  “  certificate .  431 

Whole  number  of  accessions . 1084 

“  “  losses . . . . .  344 

Infant  baptisms.  .......  . \ .  604 

Catechumens  .  . . 1392 


FUNDS  CONTRIBUTED. 

The  contributions  in  money  and  paid  by  the  missions  were  the  following  ; 


Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  Missionaries .  ^23,988  19 

“  “  Church  property .  45,515  76 

“  “  Home  Missions .  895  32 

“  Foreign  Missions . .  .  ..  .  745 

“  “  Church  Extension . -.  .  556  20 

‘‘  “  Benefitiary  Education .  379  50 

“  “  Other  Objects .  10,028  02 


Whole  amount  contributed, .  ^82,108  05 

SELF-.SUSTAINING  MISSIONS. 

Eight  of  the  missions  have  become  self-sustaining,  viz.;  Princeton,  Ill.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Harper’s  Ferry,  W  Va,,  Verona,  Mo.  (Swed¬ 
ish),  St,  Stephen’s  (German),  Chicago,  Ill.,  Clearfield,  Pa,,  and  Stone  Mills, 
N,  Y. 

Seven  of  the  missions  have  built  houses  of  worship,  viz.:  Bryan,  O,,  i  ;  Dick¬ 
son,  Tenn.,  2  ;  Loudonville,  O,,  i  :  Hays  City,  Kansas,  i  ;  Tekamah,  Neb,,  i  ; 
Upper  Sandusky,  O.,  I  ;  and  one  piu'chased  by  the  Brooklyn  Mission — in  all, 
eight  houses  of  worship. 

Six  of  the  missions  have  houses  of  worship  in  process  of  construction,  some 
of  which  may  be  completed  during  the  coming  fall,  viz,:  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
Bunker  Hill,  Kansas,  Capitol  ITill,  D,  C.,  Davenport,  Iowa,  Greenleaf,  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  Salina,  Kansas, 
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The  present  number  of  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  is  53,  and  com¬ 
prises  74  congregations,  5,190  members,  48  houses  of  worship,  60  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  6,612  Sabbath-school  scholars. 

woman’s  work  in  home  missions. 

A  new  feature  has  been  introduced,  or  rather  an  auxiliary  department  has, 
for  the  first  time,  been  actively  identified  with  the  Board  in  its  work —  The 
Womaji's  Hotne  and  Foreign  Alissionary  Society. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society  requested  the  Board  to  designate 
certain  objects,  or  special  points,  in  which  it  could  aid  the  Board  in  carrying  on 
its  work.  The  Board  selected  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Daven¬ 
port,  la.,  and  Freeport,  Ill,,  and  recommended  especially  San  Fra7uisco,  as  an 
important  point  for  the  work  of  the  Committee.  The  Board  obtained  facts 
through  one  of  its  members  who  had  visited  San  Francisco,  and  by  subsequent 
communications  with  a  prominent  Lutheran  residing  there,  which  gave  bright 
promise  of  a  successful  work.  The  Board  resolved  to  open  a  mission  there  as 
a  centre  for  still  further  operations  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It  made  several  at¬ 
tempts  to  induce  brethren  whom  it  thought  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  work, 
but  failed.  It  felt  assured,  though  it  had  no  funds  in  its  treasury,  that  if  a 
suitable  man  could  be  secured,  the  women  of  the  Church  would  furnish  the 
means,  and  the  General  Synod  would  soon  have  a  self-sustaining  church  in  that 
great  city. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  visited  by  a  brother  immediately  on  the  adjournment  of 
the  General  Synod,  and  subsequently  and  thoroughly  canvassed  by  another 
brother,  and  the  Secretary,  who  reported  to  the  Board  the  favorable  opportu¬ 
nities  for  continuing  the  work  there.  To  be  successful,  however,  it  was  plain 
to  the  Board  that  the  mission  must  be  located  in  a  part  of  the  city  different 
from  what  it  had  been  ,  and  in  doing  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a 
chapel,  or  some  suitable  place  of  worship,  as  soon  as  possible.  This  would  re¬ 
quire  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  which,  with  the  erection  of  a  chapel,  would  neces¬ 
sitate  the  immediate  outlay  of  some  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Desirous  of  im¬ 
proving  the  opportunity,  and  knowing  that  an  appeal  to  the  missionary  women 
of  the  Church  for  aid  to  sustain  the  missionary  would  be  cheerfully  and 
promptly  responded  to,  the  Board  called  for  contributions  to  enable  it  to  buy  a 
lot,  and  put  up  a  chapel ;  but  the  Church  made  no  response. 

Recently,  by  the  generous  aid  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Woman’s 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  the  Board  has  been  able  to  open  a  mission 
in  the  thriving  city  of  Freeport,  Illinois.  The  brother  selected  for  that  field  has 
accepted  the  call,  and  the  Committee  have  undertaken  his  support ;  so  that  the 
women  of  our  Church  have  begun  their  home  work  in  this  great  country,  and 
are  now  unitedly  and  actively  co-operating  with  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
in  supplying  the  destitute  and  needy  children  of  the  General  Synod,  with  the 
ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  of  their  own  Church,  as  well  as  lending  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  in  the  great  cause  of  home  evangelization — a  work  unsurpassed  in  im¬ 
portance,  magnitude,  demands  and  results,  by  any  other  work  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  or  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  General  Synod. 
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SPECIAL  MENTION  OF  MISSIONS. 

Without  disparagement  to  other  missions,  the  Board  think  it  proper  to  make 
special  mention  of  the  prosperity  of  a  few  of  the  missions. 

Topeka,  Kansas,  without  a  missionary  since  1874,  is  now  supplied,  and  the 
work  is  very  promising.  The  missionary  writes  :  “  Thanks  be  to  God  the  dead 
are  alive :  the  lost  are  found.  The  despondent  are  taking  heart  again.” 
During  the  first  quarter  of  his  efforts,  there  were  fifteen  accessions.  Had,  the 
Board  heeded  the  advice  of  some,  hmg  ago  this  mission  would  have  been 
abandoned,  the  church  sold,  and  the  work  pronounced  a  failure. 

Atchison,  Kansas,  was  once  a  promising  mission  point,  but  through  bad  man¬ 
agement  was  disbanded  ;  but  new  life  has  been  imparted  to  the  few  faithful 
ones,  and  the  once  forsaken  mission  will  revive,  and  after  a  while  become  a 
self-sustaining  congregation. 

Salina,  Kansas.- — In  1872  it  was  thought  best  to  give  up  the  work  there  ;  but 
the  Board  held  on,  and  now  Salina  is  one  of  the  most  promising  missions,  A 
beautiful  and  very  desirable  location  for  a  church  has  been  secured  and  paid 
for.  Material  is  on  the  ground,  and  the  most  handsome  Lutheran  church  edi¬ 
fice  in  the  State  of  Kansas  will  be  erected  this  summer.  The  citizens  of  the 
place  have  nobly  shown  their  appreciation  of  the  work  by  contributing  one 
thousaitd  dollars  toward  the  building  of  the  church.  Thus,  by ‘'push  and 
pluck,”  out  of  the  smouldering  ashes  of  the  old  mission  will  arise  a  new  and 
vigorous  congregation. 

Then,  too,  Hays  City  and  Bunker  Hill,  of  the  same  State,  are  pushing  for¬ 
ward  a  prosperous  work.  The  former,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod, 
had  only  a  small  organization  ;  now  the  congregation  is  quite  large — the  leading 
one  in  the  place — and  worships  in  a  beautiful  church,  erected  by  the  liberality 
and  self-denial  of  its  own  people. 

Tekamah,  Neb.,  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  had  no  existence  as  a  mission.  Now 
there  is  quite  a  flourishing  congregation,  and  a  church  edifice  out  of  debt,  and 
built  by  its  own  membership. 

Davenport,  la.,  vrhere  a  mission  was  started  in  1859,  but  for  want  of  the 
spirit  of  “hold  on,”  was  given  up,  is  now  taking  a  new  start,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  our  prominent  missions.  The  missionary  writes  :  “  By  the  time 
this  reaches  you,  the  lot  will  be  paid  for.  It  cost,  with  interest,  $1,600.  It  is 
a  fine  corner  lot,  100x145,  bring  to-day  ^2,500,  We  consider  every 

prospect  good  for  the  growth  of  the  mission.  With  what  funds  I  have  col¬ 
lected,  and  what  I  may  yet  collect  and  raise  here,  we  expect  to  put  up  the 
church  free  of  debt.” 

The  prospects  of  the  mission  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  are  very  encouraging. 
Since  the  purchase  of  the  cheapest  and  most  beautiful  church  edifice  among  all 
our  mission  churches,  and  its  location  in  another  part  of  the  city,  the  mission 
has  advantages  for  growth  and  permanency  it  never  had  before.  Though  at 
present  encumbered  with  a  debt — a  debt  any  set  of  wise  men  would  have  in¬ 
curred — yet,  with  its  removal,  the  mission  has  opportunities  for  success  the 
most  flattering.  And  if  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  General  Synod  does  not 
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respond  promptly  to  the  recent  effort  and  appeal  of  the  brethren,  she  ought 
never  to  have  another  opportunity  for  enlargement,  nor  another  mission. 

The  two  missions  in  Louisville.  Keniiicky,  are  doing  a  good  work,  the  results 
of  which  are  very  gratifying.  The  organization  of  the  third  mission  Sabbath- 
school,  with  over  two  hundred  scholars,  gives  promise  of  the  establishment,  at 
no  distant  day,  of  the  third  mission.  The  vantage  ground  which  those  two 
missions  have  gained,  in  that  populous  city,  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  ;  and 
if  timely  and  properly  improved,  will  be  the  key  that  will  open  the  great  South 
to  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  a  few  months  the  first  mission  will  be  self-sus¬ 
taining. 

The  missions  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  Capitol  Hill,  D.  C.,  are  both  en¬ 
gaged  in  making  preparations  for  building  neiv  churches  to  take  the  places  of 
the  old  ones  ;  and  both  give  evidence  of  permanent  success  in  the  near  future. 

Kansas  City  has  taken  a  new  start,  and  promises  to  become  a  very  important 
mission  as  a  centre  in  the  Horae  Missionary  work  of  the  West 

And  to  these  might  be  added  the  two  very  important  missions  which  have 
recently  become  self-sustaining,  viz.:  Wheeling,  M'est  Virginia,  and  St.  Louis, 
Missouj'i.  Their  position  and  influence  in  the  cities  where  located;  their  edu¬ 
cation  as  mission  churches  ;  the  spirit  of  their  membership ;  the  character  of 
their  work,  must  all  tend  toward  the  development  of  a  greater  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  interest,  and  of  affording  the  Church  great  encouragement  to  go  forward  in 
multiplied  efforts,  and  the  liberal  furnishing  of  means  for  a  work  so  important 
in  her  extension  and  life. 

In  short,  the  missions,  as  a  general  thing,  give  unmistakable  signs  of  a 
healthy  progress,  as  well  as  undisputed  evidence,  that  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  has  not  been  unmindful  of  its  responsibilities,  and  also  that  its  work  is  not 
a  failure.  In  the  home  work,  there  are  difficulties,  obstacles,  and  perplexities 
which  require  a  patient  waiting — a  quiet  endurance  of  ignorant  misapprehen¬ 
sion,  and  a  skillful,  judicious  management,  equaled  by  but  few  of  the  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  Church.  And  although  these  difficulties  have  been  great  for  the 
past  few  years,  yet  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  can  congratulate  the  Synod,  as 
well  as  itself,  that  it  can  present  the  home  missionary  work  as  in  a  better  con¬ 
dition  than  at  any  time  in  its  history,  and  can  assure  the  Synod  that,  if  i's  pres¬ 
ent  prosperity  and  opportunities  are  properly  husbanded  and  promptly  met,  the 
work  will  eventually  become  all  that  the  Church  could  desire. 

To  the  success  of  the  work  none  have  contributed  more  than  the  noble  band 
of  home  missionaries.  We  who  have  been  nearest  to  them,  who  have  known 
their  work,  their  difficulties,  their  unheralded  self-denials,  their  unremitting  toil, 
as  well  as  their  anxieties,  and  the  hindrances  of  their  efforts,  can  testify  to  the 
effective  work  they  have  done,  and  the  prominent  part  they  have  taken  in  giv¬ 
ing  success  to  the  cause.  And  no  band  of  Christian  workers  are  more  worthy 
the  deep-toned,  universal,  loving  sympathy,  and  hearty,  liberal  support  of  the 
Church  than  these  who  are  bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  vast  harvest- 
field,  and  toil  of  home  evangelization — of  bearing  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel 
to  the  destitute  and  scattered  ones  of  our  beloved  Zion. 
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RESUME  OF  THE  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  brief  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Board  for  the  two  years  : 

I.  The  Board  has  sixty -Jive  missions,  being  eighteen  more  than  the 

two,  and  twenty-five  more  than  the  four  previous  years,  and  twelve  mure  than 
it  has  had  on  its  list  since  its  organization. 

Eight  of  the  missions  became  self-sustaining,  being  three  more  than  the  two 
previous  years,  and  some  of  which  are  among  the  best  missions  ever  under  the 
care  of  the  Board,  and  have  now  taken  their  places  among  the  active,  efficient, 
and  influential  self-supporting  congregations  of  the  General  Synod. 

Eight  houses  of  worship  have  been  finished,  bought,  and  dedicated,  and  six 
are  now  in  process  of  construction.  Of  the  former  there  are  five,  and  of  the 
latter,  one  more  than  the  two  preceding  years.  As  a  general  thing,  these 
houses  of  worship  are  of  a  much  better  style  of  architecture  than  any  formerly 
built,  and  are  monuments  of  the  self-denial  and  liberality  of  the  people. 

There  are  seven  vacancies,  three  less,  though  eighteen  missions  more,  than 
the  two  preceding  years. 

Whilst  the  accessions  have  not  been  so  large  as  might  have  been  expected, 
yet  the  losses  are  less  in  proportion  to  those  of  the  two  preceding  years. 

But  the  contributions  of  the  missions  show  a  most  surprising  increase,  and 
have  no  precedent  in  the  history  of  our  home  missionary  work.  They  gave,  in 
the  aggregate,  during  the  two  years,  ^82,108.05,  or  j^26, 119.53  more  than  the 
two  years  previous.  To  the  building,  repairing,  and  debts  of  churches,  they 
gave  $45,515-76,  or  $22,984.03  in  excess  of  the  two  preceding  years  ;  and  to 
the  four  benevolent  objects  of  the  Church,  they  contributed  $2,576.08,  an  ex¬ 
cess  of  $791-77.  Although  there  was  a  larger  number  of  missions  than  at 
any  other  time  under  the  management  of  the  Board,  yet  the  amount  contributed 
is  far  beyond  any  usual  proportion  between  the  difference  in  the  number  of 
members,  and  is  a  cause  of  great  encouragement,  as  it  indicates  the  spirit  of 
that  liberality  which  gives  vitality  and  success  to  the  work  of  the  Church. 

The  receipts  to  the  treasury  of  the  Board  show  gratifying  and  encouraging 
results.  For  the  two  years  these  aggregate  $27,035.85,  of  which  $24,945.30 
were  received  from  the  synods  alone,  or  $3,483.93  more  than  had  been  received 
from  them  the  two  preceding  years ;  and  what  is  still  more  encouraging  is,  that 
although  there  was  no  one  in  the  field  soliciting,  yet  the  contributions  to  Home 
Missions  were  nearly  one  thousand  dollars  of  an  increase  of  the  last  over  the 
first  year ;  and  had  the  receipts  from  other  sources  been  as  large  as  they  were 
the  two  years  previous,  the  Board  would  have  received  within  ten  thousand 
dollars  of  the  amount  promised  by  the  General  Synod  for  two  years. 

The  receipts  have  been  such  that  the  Board  has  not  only  been  able  to  greatly 
increase  the  number  of  missions,  but  also  to  pay  its  indebtedness,  of  twenty- 
four  hundred  dollars,  and  still  have  a  surplus  in  its  treasury. 

In  the  matter  of  securing  funds,  the  Board  has  endeavored  faithfully  to  carry 
out  the  instructions,  plans,  and  objects  of  the  General  Synod.  Immediately 
on  Ihe  adjournment  of  Synod,  and  at  its  first  meeting,  it  adopted  measures 
looking  to  the  awakening  of  a  greater  interest  in  and  enlarged  contributions  to 
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the  work.  It  made  frequent  appeals  through  the  church  papers ;  every  clerical 
member  of  the  Board,  except  the  aged  President,  visited  synods,  both  east  and 
west  with  a  view  to  present,  and  urge  them  to  put  into  execution,  the  resolu¬ 
tions  and  recommendations  of  the  General  Synod  on  the  subject  of  raising 
funds  for  the  work.  It  had  not  only  the  perplexities  and  obstacles  of  the  work 
itself  to  encounter,  but  was  burdened  with  the  anxiety  and  labor  of  devising  and 
executing  of  measures  to  raise,  for  its  treasury,  the  annual  amount  promised  by 
the  Synod  for  the  work  of  Home  Missions. 

AMOUNTS  TO  BE  RAISED. 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  General  Synod  adopted  “  unanimously  ”  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions,  specifying  the  amotmts  to  be  raised  annually  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Church  Extension ;  and  ordered  the  following  apportionment  to  be 
made  to  the  Synods,  with  a  view  to  raising  the  several  amounts. 

In  view  of  the  growing  interest  in  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  in  the  General  Synod,  and  the  constant  enlargement  of  the  fields  of 
these  benevolent  operations  the  demands  for  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  for¬ 
ward  these  objects  is  great ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  ^25,000  for  Home  Missions,  and  $15,000  for 
Church  Extension,  be  raised  annually,  and  that  these  sums  be  apportioned 
among  the  District  Synods  in  form  similar  to  action  of  General  Synod,  1879, 
Minutes  p.  22,  first  re.solution. 

Apportionmenb. 


SYNODS. 


Maryland . 

West  Pennsylvania . 

Hartwick . 

New  York  and  New  Jersey 

East  Ohio . 

Allegheny . . 

East  Pennsylvania . 

Miami . 

Central  Illinois . 

Wittenberg . 

Olive  Branch . . 

Northern  Illinois . 

Pittsburgh . 

Northern  Indiana . 

Central  Pennsylvania . 

Iowa . 

Southern  Illinois . 

Franckean . 

Susquehanna. . . 

Kansas . 

Nebraska . 

Ansgari . 

Wartburg . 

Middle  Tennessee . . 


Plome 

Missions. 

Church 

Extension. 

$2,520 

00 

$1,512 

00 

3,682 

50 

2,209 

50 

887 

50 

532 

50 

D495 

00 

897 

00 

1,192 

50 

715 

5« 

2,487 

50 

1.492 

5« 

2,975 

00 

i,7^'^5 

00 

670 

00 

402 

00 

355 

00 

213 

00 

1, 1 12 

50 

667 

50 

437 

5^5 

262 

5^ 

375 

00 

225 

00. 

865 

00 

519 

00 

687 

50 

412 

50 

1,610 

00 

966 

00 

222 

50 

133 

5<^ 

287 

50 

172 

50 

692 

50 

415 

50 

1,437 

50 

862 

50 

142 

50 

85 

50 

237 

50 

142 

5^^ 

105 

00 

63 

00 

792 

50 

475 

50 

155 

00 

93 

00 
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Taking  the  statement  in  our  almanac,  that  there  are  in  round  numbers  125,- 
000  members  of  the  General  Synod  Churches,  this  would  average  twenty  cents 
a  member  for  Home  Missions.  If  every  pastor,  and  every  Woman's  Society 
would  make  a  timely,  persevering  effort  to  raise  this  average  amount,  it  could 
be  done;  and  if  done,  what  a  work  could  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  do  the 
next  two  years ! 


AN  ABSTRACT 
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Abstract  of  the  Sixth  Biennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension  at  the  General  Synod  at  Altoona,  together  with  the 
recommendations  and  action  on  them. 

Besides  those  missions  recommended  by  the  General  Synod  for  aid  from  the 
Church,  a  number  of  other  missions  requested  the  Board  to  grant  them  the 
privilege  to  make  appeals  to  the  Church  at  large  for  help  in  building  houses  of 
worship;  but  the  Board  declined  complying,  on  the  ground  that  there  were  al¬ 
ready  several  of  the  missions  before  the  congregations  asking  for  aid. 

LOANS  ASKED  FOR. 

Many  of  the  missions,  especially  those  in  the  West,  have  applied  to  the 
Board  for  loans  with  which  to  aid  in  the  erection  or  finishing  of  their  houses  of 
worship.  But  a  greatly-indebted  treasury  prevented  the  Board  from  making 
the  desired  loans. 

SYNODICAL  APPRPROIATIONS. 

Several  of  the  synods  have  appropriated  the  Church  Extension  funds 
received  from  their  congregations  to  the  payment  of  debts  accruing  from  the 
building  of  houses  of  worship  in  their  own  respective  bounds.  Whilst  this  is 
not  according  to  the  policy  of  the  Board,  yet  through  the  force  of  circum¬ 
stances  the  Board  has,  however,  very  reluctantly  yielded  to  what,  in  its  judg¬ 
ment,  is  a  departure  from  the  original  object  in  the  organization  of  the  Board, 
and  if  continued,  must  result  in  serious  consequences  both  to  the  treasury  and 
the  legitimate  work  of  the  Board. 

These  synodical  appropriations  are  not  in  strict  compliance  with  the  design 
of  a  Church  Extension  Board  ;  but  all  contributions  to  this  cause  should  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board,  and  then  a  strict  account  of  such  funds 
should  be  rendered  to  the  General  Synod. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  by  the  adoption  of  some  judicious  measure, 
the  debts  can  be  paid  off  in  about  four  yeai's,  and  the  Board  have  a  capital  of 
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#60,000  as  a  permanent  fund  with  which  to  carry  on  its  future  work;  and  this>, 
with  the  annual  contributions,  would  render  it  an  effective  agent  in  extending 
our  Church,  as  well  as  giving  great  aid  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  in  its 
operations. 

If  District  Synods  would  come  promptly  and  liberally  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  General  Synod,  the  Board  would  come  in  possession  of  a  permanent  funei 
sufficient  to  meet  all  applications  for  Church  Extension  aid. 

Experience  is  the  test  of  methods.  Launching  out  in  any  enterprise,  we  need 
careful  watching  of  our  plans  and  the  way  of  operating  them.  Ways  and 
means  are  tried,  and  their  results  indicate  their  efficiency  or  inefficiency. 

The  Church  Extension  cause  has  had  a  place  in  our  Church  work  for  a  quar 
ter  of  a  century.  It  has  been  a  beginning  period — a  great  work  assumed  with 
small  means  and  heavy  demands — but  like  every  other  great  and  important 
work,  the  effort  must  be  made,  and  the  results  carefully  indicated. 

One  of  the  things  that  is  apparent  from  our  past  experience  is,  that  our 
Church  <loes  not  realize  as  fully  as  she  ought,  the  relation  which  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  bears  toother  great  agencies  of  home  evangelization.  From  the  meagre¬ 
ness  of  support,  and  the  comparative  disregard  of  its,  important  and  co-ordinate 
relation  to  Home  Missions,  we  are  led  to  this  conclusion. 

Another  thing  is  apparent,  and  that  is  if  we  continue  to  operate  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  at  this  same  slow  rate,  we  accomplish  but  little  in  the  direct  line  of 
building  churches  for  the  destitute,  and  proportionately  retard  the  work  of 
Home  Missions,  with  which  it  is  connected  as  a  twin  sister.  It  is  highly  im¬ 
portant  that  Church  Extension  be  brought  up  to  the  very  front  of  evangelizing 
agencies  in  our  Church. 

Church  Extension,  in  its  nature  and  aim,  is  essentially  progressive.  It  means 
enlargement,  spreading  out  wide  and  dotting  the  destitute  regions  with  church 
homes.  It  aims  at  possessing  the  land,  and  building  upon  it  temples  of  worship;, 
for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Christ. 

Particular  and  settled  congregations  are  necessary  for  the  life  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Church,  and  they  require  permanent  home  sanctuaries  to  secure 
their  own  conservation,  as  well  as  to  bring  their  best  influences  to  bear  upon 
the  world  by  growing  in  grace,  and  in  faith,  and  in  love,  and  in  good  works. 
Young  and  enterprising  congregations,  animated  by  an  evangelical  spirit,  and 
guided  by  lofty  motives,  seek  to  settle  down  in  a  church  home  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  often  under  the  heaviest  difficulties  and  severest  privations.  They 
give,  and  work,  and  apply  their  best  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  their 
noble  purpose.  If  they  succeed,  they  set  up  another  temple  for  God,  and  fur¬ 
nish  an  altar  where  His  people  may  offer  their  stated  sacrifices. 

Every  year  there  are  numerous  calls  upon  the  Board  for  aid  to  young  churches 
that  are  formed  in  the  hope  of  success — and  they  are  worthy,  and  a  little  help 
will  encourage  their  work.  Set  them  on  their  feet,  ally  them  in  abiding  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  whole  Church,  and  they  will  be' enabled  to  hold  the  fort  for  the 
Master.  They  wish  to  get  and  to  hold  for  the  Lord, 
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The  follovving  recommendations  of  the  Board  were  adopted  by 
the  General  Synod,  viz  : 

F.  That  the  General  Synod  grant  no  more  permission  to  congregations,  mis¬ 
sions  or  self-supporting,  to  go  out  into  the  churches  to  solicit  aid  for  paying 
-church  debts  or  building  churches;  and  that  no  appeals  be  made  for  such  pur¬ 
poses  through  the  Church  papers,  except  by  the  Board  of  Church  Extension. 

2.  A/so,  that  all  funds  contributed  by  Conferences  and  Synods  for  Church 
Extension  purposes,  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board,  and  be  appropri¬ 
ated  to  their  proper  uses  by  the  Board. 

3.  A/so,  that  the  General  Synod  designate  by  appropriate  action  two  distinct 
Church  Extension  funds,  viz  :  a  “  Loan  or  General  Fund,^'  and  a  “  Do7iation 
or  Special  Fund,"  and  that  both  shall  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Board  of 
‘Church  Extension. 

After  adopting  the  recommendation^  of  the  Board,  creating  a 
“Donation  Fund’'  in  addition  to  the  ‘‘Loan  Fund”  already  ope- 
:rated  by  the  Board,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed; 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  contributions  to  the  “  Loan  Fund”  or  “  Dona¬ 
tion  Fund,”  and  also  all  contributions  for  special  objects  that  may  be  called 
for  by  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  paid  to  or  through  the  Treasurer  of 
■^tbe  Board,  be  credited  on  the  synodical  apportionments. 

Resolved,  That  any  funds  sent  to  the  Board  for  churches  outside  of  those 
"under  the  special  care  of  the  Board,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  churches  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  donors,  but  such  donations  shall  not  be  a  credit  on  the  synodical 
apportionment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  of  the  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Home 
Missi  ons  and  Church  Extension  are  hereby  instructed  to  enter  nothing  to  the 
•credit  of  the  apportionment  made  as  against  any  Synod,  unless  the  same  shall 
'have  been  paid  to  them  for  the  free  disposal  of  said  B  '•ards. 

Loan  or  General  Fund. 

The Loan  or  General  Fund”  shall  be  subject  to  appropriations 
to  weak  and  worthy  congregations — new  organizations  in  populous  localities, 
where  there  is  abundant  present  material,  and  where  reasonable  assurances  are 
at  hand  of  speedy  self-support.  To  such  enterprises  it  is  thought  a  loan  is 
better  than  a  free  gift.  Congregations  proposing  to  enlarge  their  houses  of 
worship,  or  tear  down  old  churches  and  build  up  new,  and  weak  congrega¬ 
tions  burdened  with  debt,  may  obtain  loans  to  assist  them,  on  limited  time  and 
gOKl  security.  But  loans  shall  be  considered  only  as  supplemental  aid,  and  to 
be  refunded  in  due  time  as  any  other  pecuniary  obligation. 

Rules  for  the  Loan  Fund. 

T.  The  Board  requires  an  applicant  for  aid  to  fill  up  a  “  Form  of  Applica- 
-tion,”  with  distinct  and  definite  answers  to  questions  asked. 

2.  Only  organized  and  chartered  congregations,  and  connected  with  some 
■district  synod  in  the  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  shall  obtain  loans 
•from  this  fund. 
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3.  The  amount  of  a  loan  to  a  congregation  shall  not  exceed  the  amou 
raised  by  the  congregation  itself,  unless  in  extreme  cases,  of  which  the  Board 
shall  be  the  judge. 

4.  No  loan  shall  be  granted  to  any  congregation  whose  ability  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  refund  said  loan  at  maturity  may  be  questioned  by  the  Board. 

5.  No  loan  shall  be  made  for  a  longer  period  than  five  years,  nor  for  a  larger 
amount  than  $5,000. 

6.  Loans  may  be  made  to  bear  interest  at  such  rate,  and  from,  such  time,  as 
the  Board  may  determine  ;  and  shall  be  secured  by  the  best  and  safest  lien,  or 
other  approved  security. 

7.  Failure  on  the  part  of  a  congregation  to  pay  back  a  loan  at  maturity  shall 

justify  the  Board  to  collect  the  debt  by  legal  process. 

V 

8.  Securities  on  outstanding  loans  shall  in  no  case  be  weakened. 

9.  The  principal  of  the  Loan  Fund  shall  in  no  case  be  reduced  by  making 
donations  therefrom. 

10.  The  Board  may  require  congregations  who  have  loans  to  keep  up  insur¬ 
ance  on  their  church  buildings  and  transfer  the  policies  to  the  Board  as  collat¬ 
eral  security. 

11.  Contributions  to  the  general  cause  or  donations  to  special  chui'ches  shall 
not  be  acknowledged  as  payment  on  loans. 

Donation  or  Special  Fund. 

The  “  Donation  or  .Special  Fund  ”  shall  be  subject  to  appropriations  as 
donations  to  weak  and  deserving  congregations.  Young  congregations  strug¬ 
gling  into  existence  and  working  for  a  church  home,  amid  difficulties  and 
financial  weakness,  on  our  frontiers  or  iir  our  cities  and  larger  towns,  where 
material  for  building  up  congregations  is  unquestioned,  shall  be  considered 
proper  beneficiaries  of  this  fund.  Wherever  a  church  is  needed,  and  a  suffi¬ 
cient  nucleus  is  formed  for  a  congregation,  but  poor  in  means,  there  a  donation 
of  funds  is  proper  to  secure  a  beginning.  Young  and  destitute  congregations 
deserve  this  kind  of  encouragement  from  the  Church.  But  even  in  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  it  is  well  that  a  congregation  applying  for  a  donation  should  be  re¬ 
quired  to  make  up  an  equal  amount,  and  be  required  to  build  so  economically 
that  the  church  or  chapel  may  be  dedicated  free  of  debt.  Such  donations 
should  not  ordinarily  exceed  $500,  and  be  secured,  if  possible,  by  some  pro¬ 
visional  mortgage  against  any  loss  to  the  Board  from  alienation  or  property. 
And  no  part  of  the  Donation  or  Special  Fund  shall  be  appropriated  to  any 
congregation  for  the  payment  of  Church  debt,  or  for  enlarging  or  repairing  or 
improving  church  building  or  property;  but  simply  for  aiding  young  and 
needy  congregations  in  erecting  chapels  or  churches. 

Rules  for  tlie  Donation  Fund. 

1.  ‘‘A  Form  of  Application”  shall  be  carefully  and  distinctly  filled  up  by 
the  applicant. 

2.  No  donation  shall  exceed  $500.00. 

3.  No  donation  shall  be  given  to  a  congregation  for  repairing  or  enlarging 
church  buildings. 
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4.  No  donation  shall  be  made  to  a  church  costing  over  $5,000.00. 

5.  No  donation  shall  be  made  to  churches  in  old  settled  communities,  nor 
for  liquidating  church  debts,  except  in  extraordinary  cases,  of  which  the  Board 
shall  be  the  judge. 

6.  In  extreme  cases  donations  may  be  made  to  churches,  in  addition  to 
loans,  when  such  loans  are  inadequate,  but  of  such  cases  the  Board  must 

udge. 

7.  Donations  shall  be  secured  to  the  Board  by  conditional  mortgage  to 
secure  such  donations  against  loss  in  case  of  dismemberment  of  a  congregation 
receiving  such  aid,  or  of  dissolution  of  its  connection  with  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

8.  Congregations  applying  for  aid  should  be  organized  and  incorporated, 
capable  in  law  to  hold  property  and  give  security. 

9.  It  is  desirable  that  congregations  receiving  donations  should  have  suffi¬ 
cient  insurance  on  their  church  buildings  to  secure  them  against  loss  by  fire. 

It  is  thought  that  this  change  in  our  method  of  Church  Extension  work  will 
meet  the  desires  of  all  our  people,  and  secure  more  general  co-operation  in  our 
work.  Let  all  the  funds  contributed  for  Church  Extension  purposes  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Board,  and  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board 
Decline  all  appeals  to  the  Church  at  large  for  aid,  by  agents,  or  church  papers, 
or  circulars,  and  authorize  the  Board  to  appeal  to  the  Church,  through  the 
press,  or  personal  agency,  for  aid  to  special  objects,  or  to  the  Loan  Fund,  when 
in  its  judgment  such  appeal  is  deemed  necessary.  Apportion  a  sufficient  amount 
among  the  District  Synods  for  the  necessities  of  the  work,  and  require  these  con¬ 
tributions  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Board,  properly  designating  to 
which  of  the  two  funds  they  shall  be  applied.  And  finally,  urge  a  cheerful  and 
active  co  operation  of  all  Synods  and  churches  in  carrying  out  the  measures  of 
the  General  Synod  in  the  cause  of  Church  Extension. 


